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I have the honor of being Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, a U.S. government agency created to ensure 

the 57 North American and European countries that make up the OSCE region abide by their international 

human rights and other commitments enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act, which states ". . . for all, without 

distinction as to race, sex, language or religion." While we have made significant strides, much work 

remains to be done. 

 

In the past few months, we have convened a series of hearings looking at "human rights at home" in 

response to the George Floyd protests.  The hearings focused on ensuring the United States' commitment 

to racial justice is made visible through its protections of civil rights from free assembly and protection of 

journalists, to the role of public monuments and memorials in acknowledging the past and moving towards 

restorative.  It has been moving to witness the growing solidarity between the citizens of the United States 

and the European Union to end systemic racism amidst the George Floyd protests given many of these 

issues were raised a decade ago at the 2009 Black European Summit at the European Parliament I co-

organized with Members of the European Parliament. 

 

I commend the European Parliament's resolution denouncing racism and police brutality and supporting 

the global protests. I further applaud the EU’s anti-racism action plan and look forward to seeing these 

efforts built upon with meaningful and comprehensive funding that includes persons of African descent in 

its implementation.  Additionally, there must be greater cooperation between the U.S., European 

governments, and multilateral organizations including the European Union and the OSCE in developing 

joint initiatives to address prejudice and discrimination, including a US-EU Joint Action Plan that I have 

outlined in H.R. 256 a resolution Recognizing the achievements, contributions, and solutions to race-

related problems faced by people of African descent in Europe and Black Europeans. 

 

We must work together as an international community to create inclusive solutions that will finally 

recognize injustice now and in the past, and dismantle the systemic oppression that has caused too many 

Black lives to be lost.  I look forward to hearing additional thoughts on what we, the European Parliament, 

Members of Congress, and the OSCE can do to effectively combat these issues that threaten the safety of 

our societies and erode our democracies. 


